Appendix  A


	Robert John     McCaw

	(1878-1928)

	A biography

	This biography attempts to outline the life of Robert John McCaw in 4 continents of the world – Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia
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Introduction

Robert John McCaw is my great uncle, my maternal grandfather’s older brother.  Family legend and stories indicated that he had immigrated to New Zealand some time at the end of the 19th century.  
I had been asked by my cousin, Gordon McCaw, to find out if the captain of the New Zealand All Blacks rugby union team, Richie McCaw, was related to our family through Robert John McCaw.  Despite hours of searching the New Zealand Military archives and ship passenger lists on the internet, I was unable to find any sign of him in New Zealand.
However, as casual remark can initiate a major change, in a Transatlantic/Transamerican conversation with another cousin, Norman Calvert, in Seattle, he mentioned that our maternal grandmother corresponded with ‘someone’ in Australia.
Having now turned my internet search to Australia, I very soon hit genealogy ‘gold’.  I had discovered Robert’s Australian Military record and this opened the door to much more – more than I could have hoped for.

I have discovered much but there is more to discover and this biography is an attempt to record the life of someone whom I believe is a real hero – what do you think? 
This biography is a living document as I am unable to discover everything, others therefore must add to this.
Les Allan

Early Years
[image: image26.jpg]


Robert John McCaw was born on 9th April 1878 at Bridewell Street, Ballymena, Co.Antrim, Northern Ireland to John and Mary McCaw (neé Scott).  He was the 7th of 8 children.
Family tree showing position of RJ McCaw within family

Royal Irish Rifles
Little is currently known of Robert’s early years but on the 17th March 1898 he signed up for a Short Service Commission with the Royal Irish Rifles – 5517 McCaw, Robert John. Prior to joining the Royal Irish Rifles he had a job as a clerk.

From his Attestation form, Robert seems to have been already in the Royal Irish Rifles but currently there is no information available to support this.
Initially, in 1896, Robert was assigned to 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles in the depot in Belfast as a Private.  On the 15th March 1899, still in Belfast, he was promoted to Lance Corporal.

South Africa

[image: image27.emf]

On the 25th October 1899, the 2nd Battalion was posted to South Africa - the Second Boer War and on the 7th March 1900 he was promoted to Corporal.  Not long after this promotion, on 2nd April 1900, Robert was taken as a prisoner-of-war at Reddersburg.  His brother, James McCaw, was in the same battalion and was also taken as a prisoner-of-war at Reddersburg.  See Appendix F 

On 2nd April 1900, three companies of the 2nd the Royal Irish Rifles and two companies of mounted infantry left Dewetsdorp for Reddersburg under Capt. W.J. McWhinnie.  Early the next morning, the advance scouts reached a ridge on the farm Mostert’s Hoek (Mostertshoek) and came under fire.  Immediately, General Christiaan de Wet called on McWhinnie to surrender because he was seriously outnumbered; this was turned down.  Four guns were brought into action to shell the British troops.  Surrounded and without water the British positions were rushed on the morning of 4 April and the force surrendered; losses were ten killed, 35 wounded and 540 taken prisoner.  Lt-Gen Sir W.F. Gatacre was sent to assist, but arrived too late and after a short occupation of Reddersburg retired to Bethanie. 
As can be seen from the Remarks heading in the graphic above, Robert was released, along with the remainder of the prisoners.

An account of the action at Mostertshoek by General Christiaan de Wet can be found on the internet at http://pinetreeweb.com/dewet-chapter-10.htm.

India

Robert remained in South Africa until 8th March 1902 when he was transferred, still with the rank of Corporal, to the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles who were stationed in Fyzabad, Uttar Pradesh, India. 
Two promotions followed rapidly; on 21st February 1903 Robert was promoted to Lance Sergeant and on 26th March 1903 he was further promoted to the rank of Sergeant. 
Robert was subsequently awarded 2 medals for his service in South Africa.
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	10th March 1903
	18th September 1903

	Queen’s South African Medal (Transvaal, Orange Free State, and Cape Colony)
	King’s South African Medal - South Africa 1901 & 1902


Whilst still in India between February 1903 and March 1907, Robert attained various certificates of Education and on 14th June 1902 also passed the professional examination for Promotion to Sergeant.
On 3rd December 1908, Robert was promoted to the rank of Colour Sergeant. On16th April 1910 he qualified in “Musketry and Maxim Gun”, School of Musketry of Maymyo, Burma.  (Note: Maymyo still exists today and is the equivalent of Sandhurst in England).  He was married in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, India.

 There is currently little known about what the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles actually did when they were posted to India.

Finally, on 12th June 1913, Robert was discharged ‘free’ (under Article 1058 (ii) Pay Warrant) from Royal Irish Rifles having given 15 year’s service.
See Appendix A for full RIR Service Details

Marriage
On 23rd December 1908, in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, India, Robert John McCaw was married to Beatrice Alice Thompson by Reverend G.C.Macpherson (Presbyterian Chaplin).  The witnesses were James McKeown and J.R.Orchard.
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Beatrice was a nurse and came from West Melton, Brampton Bierlow, Hallamshire, Yorkshire.  She was born at the beginning of 1884 and was christened on 2nd March 1884.  Her father was Frederick Law Thompson and her mother was Emmeline Hartley. 
She had a brother, born in 1890, christening date 2nd November 1890 named Albert W. Thompson. 
See Appendix B for full Marriage Details
Children

Beatrice & Robert had three daughters, Beatrice Mary and Ursula McCaw.  Beatrice Mary was born on 10th September 1909 in Maymyo, Burma and Ursula was born on 11th July 1911 in West Melton, Brampton Bierlow, Hallamshire, Yorkshire. 
The third daughter was born in Australia in 1920 – Joan McCaw.  I have been unable to find her birth records as Australian records have not as yet been computerised..
See Appendix C for all children details

Australian Imperial Force
After his discharge on 12th June 1913, Robert and Beatrice emigrated to Adelaide, Australia.

I have been unable to ascertain what his job was in Adelaide but on 1st September 1914, he signed up for the Australian Imperial Force at Morphettville, Adelaide, South Australia.  In the attestation form, it is noted that he has served 1½ years with Instructional Staff - but where?
See Appendix D for AIF Record

During the First World War, the Somme Offensive took place between 1 July and 18 November 1916.  Family legend has it that Robert John McCaw ‘bumped into’ his brother Samuel Scott McCaw (Royal Engineers) on the Somme battlefield the day before the offensive began.  They had not seen each other for nearly 20 years!
Death of Robert James McCaw

Robert was medically discharged from the A.I.F on 1st July 1918 in London as suffering from Neurasthenia.  He arrived home in Adelaide on 1st August 1918.
It is not known what he worked at on his return.

Robert died on 19th January 1928, Parkside, Adelaide, South Australia and was buried in the A.I.F. Cemetery, West Terrace, Adelaide, South Australia.  
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I have been lucky in obtaining a photograph of Robert McCaw’s headstone.
Robert McCaw’s Grave & Headstone
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Returning to England
Robert & Beatrice must have returned to England in 1911 as Ursula was born in Rotherham.  However, I cannot find any record of that trip.

Beatrice Alice returned to England on several occasions after Robert had returned to Australia after the war.
Beatrice and her daughters sailed from Sydney to London on 13th October 1921 on board ‘SS Beltana’
Beatrice and her 3 daughters then returned to Australia from London on board ‘SS Esperance Bay’ and disembarked on 1st May 1923.
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Beatrice, then 61 yo, returned on her own from Sydney to Liverpool on board ‘SS Orbita’ on 19th September 1946.  
She then returned on her own from London to Sydney on board ‘SS Stratheden’ on 3rd Feb 1948. 
Appendix A - RIR Service Details
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Appendix B - Marriage Details 
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Extract from RIR Record
	(a) Christian Name of Woman to whom married and whether Spinster or Widow, (b) place and date of marriage,
(c) name of officiating Minister of Registrar and (d) names of two witnesses
	Date of being placed on Married Roll
	Initials of Officer

	( a )
	( b )
	( c )
	( d )
	
	

	Beatrice Alice Thompson

(Spinster)
	Meerut

23-12-1908
	Revd. G.C.

Macpherson Pres. Chaplin
	(Sd) Jas McKeown

(Sd) J.R. Orchard
	23-12-1908
	HRG


Marriage Licence
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Appendix C – Details of Children

Beatrice Alice McCaw


[image: image13.png]India Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947

spouse:
child

record title:

gender.

baptism/ christening date
baptism/ christening place:

birth date:

father's name:

mother's name:

indexing project (batch) number:
system origin:

source film number:

Beatrice Alice
Beatrice Mary Mccaw

India Births and Baptisms, 1786-1947
Beatrice Mary Mccaw

Female

03 Oct 1909

Maymvo, Benaal. India

10 Sep 1909

Robert John Mccaw

Beatrice Alice

C75042-5

India-EASy

528127




Ursula McCaw
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The Place of Birth above is actually West Melton, Brampton Brierlow, Yorkshire.  Therefore the Country of Birth is England.

Date of Birth as per Robert John McCaw’s service record is 11th July 1910, it should be 10th September 1909
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Joan McCaw
Joan McCaw was born circa 1918.  This date is based on a passenger list extract of a record for Mrs B A McCaw on UK Incoming Passenger Lists, 1878-1960  (1921).  Her full name is given on the Passenger lists leaving UK 1890-1960
UK Incoming Passenger List
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Passenger lists leaving UK
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Appendix D - Australian Imperial Force Service Record
	Casualty Form – Active Service

	Regiment or Corps: 3rd Light Horse Regiment

	Regimental No.
	---------------
	Rank:
	Lieutenant
	Name:
	McCAW, Robert John

	Enlisted
	1.9.1914
	Terms of Service
	-----------
	Service reckons from
	--------------

	Date of Promotion to present rank
	_______
	Date of Promotion to lance rank
	________
	Numerical position on roll of N.C.Os
	_______

	Extended
	_________
	Re-engaged
	________
	Qualification
	Age on enlistment – 36 years


	Report:
From whom received
	Record of promotions, reductions, transfers, casualties etc. during active service as reported on Army Form B.213, Army Form A.36 or in other official documents.

The authority to be quoted in each case.
	Place
	Date
	Remarks

	
	Embarked from Australia

Transport A17 Port Lincoln on 20 October 1914
http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson 
	Melbourne
	22-10-14
	

	
	Proceeded to join M.E.F
 
	Gallipoli
	09-05-15
	

	
	Wounded in Action
	Gallipoli
	16-05-15
	

	HS “Gascon”
	Admitted with bayonet wound to right arm
	Gallipoli
	16-05-15
	

	
	Transferred to Convalescent Hospital
	Ras-el-Tin
	19-05-15
	

	
	Transferred from Ras-el-Tin
	Alexandria
	09-06-15
	

	
	Embarked to join M.E.F
	Gallipoli
	05-11-15
	

	A & NZ Base
	Admitted to 
	Mudros (on Lemnos)
	18-11-15
	

	
	Rejoined Regiment from Hospital
	Destroyer Hill
	21-11-15
	

	
	Attended Machine Gun School (MGS) from 01-12-15 to 23-12-15 - Distinguished
	
	23-12-15
	

	
	Discharged from MGS to rejoin unit at 
	Mudros W.
	03-01-16
	

	
	Attached to 19th Battalion H.Q.

Disembarked from Mudros
	Alexandria
	07-01-16
	

	
	Taken on strength 1st L.H.R.

	Heliopolis
	01-03-16
	

	A.I.F. Orders
	Transferred to 47th Battalion
	
	26-03-16
	

	A.I.F. List
	To be 2nd Lieutenant
	
	26-03-16
	

	47th Battalion
	Reported for duty
	Serapeum
	22-04-16
	

	47th Battalion
	Sick to Hospital
	Serapeum
	28-04-16
	

	12th Field Ambulance
	Admitted to – Laryngitis & Tonsillitis
	Serapeum
	28-04-16
	

	54 C.C.S.
	Transferred to with Pharyngitis
	Serapeum
	28-04-16
	

	1st A.S.H.

	Transferred to with Dysentery
	Ismailia
	09-05-16
	

	47th Battalion
	Rejoined Unit from hospital
	Serapeum
	24-05-16
	

	47th Battalion
	Proceeded to join B.E.F

	Alexandria
	02-06-16
	

	
	Disembarked at
	Marseilles
	09-06-16
	

	47th Battalion
	Wounded in Action
	Field
	06-07-16
	

	4th Forward Ambulance
	Admitted  to – Shell wound right leg,& left side
	Field
	06-07-16
	

	 2 A.C.C.S.

	Gun shot wound (GSW) to face admitted to
	Field
	07-07-16
	

	14 General Hospital
	Transferred to
	Field
	07-07-16
	

	14 General Hospital
	Invalided to England from
	Boulogne
	08-07-16
	

	3rd London General Hospital
	Admitted to
	England
	09-07-16
	

	3rd London General Hospital
	Discharged from Hospital
	England
	unlisted
	

	
	Transferred to Unit
	Etaples
	11-09-16
	

	47 Battalion 
	T.O.S.
 4th D.B.D.
	Field
	12-09-16
	

	47 Battalion
	Seconded to 12th Training Battalion
	Field
	28-10-16
	

	12th Training Battalion
	Mustered in from overseas
	Codford, Warminster
	31-10-16
	

	A.I.F.
 List
	To be Lieutenant and remain seconded
	London
	01-01-17
	

	C.C.Hospital
	Admitted Cobham Hall – N.Y.D.
	
	26-07-17
	

	
	Discharged to Weymouth ex. hospital
	
	04-09-17
	

	
	Embarked for return to Australia per HMAT A38 Ulysses
	Weymouth
	10-09-17
	

	
	Disembarked
	Port Adelaide
	09-11-17
	

	
	Re-embarked 
	Melbourne
	07-01-18
	

	
	Disembarked
	London
	21-03-18
	

	
	Having arrived from Australia is T.O.S of A.I.F in England
	England
	21-03-18
	

	
	Applied for M.B.

	England
	25-03-18
	

	
	Boarded for R. to A. to report to No 2 C.D.
 for Embarkation
	England
	27-03-18
	

	No 2 C.D
	Mustered out for return to Australia
	
	05-04-18
	

	
	Embarked for return to Australia per HMAT A30 Borda
	
	05-04-18
	

	
	Disembarked
	Melbourne
	30-05-18
	

	
	Appointment I A.I.F terminated
	
	01-07-18
	


Medals Awarded 1914 to 1918
Lieutenant Robert John McCaw was awarded 3 medals:
	1914-15 Star
	[image: image18.jpg]



	The 1914/15 Star was instituted in 1918 and awarded to those individuals who saw service in France and Flanders from 23 November 1914 to 31 December 1915, and to those individuals who saw service in any other operational theatre from 5 August 1914 to 31 December 1915. 

A person who served during the period of 05/08/1914 and 31/12/1915 would have been awarded one or the other of the ‘stars’ (ie either the ‘Mons’ star which has ‘1914’ on the scroll OR the 1914-15 star which has ‘1914-15’ on the scroll, NOT both. 2,366,000 awarded in total.

	British War Medal
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	The British War Medal 1914-1920, authorised in 1919, was awarded to eligible service personnel and was also awarded to civilians. The basic requirement for army personnel and civilians was that they either entered a theatre of war, or rendered approved service overseas between 5 August 1914 and 11 November 1918.

	Victory Medal
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	The Victory Medal 1914-1919 was also authorised in 1919 and was awarded to all eligible personnel who served on the establishment of a unit in an operational theatre.

The 1914/15 Star, The British War Medal & The Victory Medal combined were known as ‘pip, squeak and Wilfred’ after the popular cartoon books of the time. 6,334,522+ awarded in total.


Appendix E - Neurasthenia

The stress and horror of war can have lasting effects on the minds of participants. In this 'war to end all wars' thousands of men fell victim to a debilitating disease that previously had gone unrecognised. Known as 'shell shock', or neurasthenia, soldiers exhibited a range of symptoms. The most severe might include hysteria, disorientation, delusion, limb paralysis and loss of speech. Today the condition is known as 'post-traumatic stress disorder'.
The disease was only gradually accepted as a genuine condition. As sufferers often disobeyed orders - or were simply unable to obey - they were accused of malingering or cowardice. It is almost certain that some of the 300 British servicemen executed during the war were suffering from shell shock.
The lack of understanding of 'war neuroses' is further seen in the treatments given to some patients. These included solitary confinement, electric shocks and harsh emotional and physical re-education.
Fortunately by 1917, the approaches taken by the medical profession were generally more humane. The role of emotional disturbance in producing shell shock was recognised by a number of psychologists, including Charles Myers and W. H. Rivers. This psychological approach increasingly held sway.
Special units were set aside for neurasthenic patients, institutions such as Craiglockhart hospital where war poets Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon both stayed. Here, treatment regimes were based around cognitive therapy - on gently talking through the symptoms.
In spite of the compassion shown to sufferers, the mental scars were long in healing. Four years after the war ended some 50,000 British men were receiving war pensions on mental health grounds alone.
Poem:
'You're quiet and peaceful, summering safe at home;
You'd never think there was a bloody war on! . .
O yes, you would . . . why, you can hear the guns.
Hark! Thud, thud, thud, - quite soft . . . they never cease-
Those whispering guns - O Christ, I want to go out
And screech at them to stop - I'm going crazy;
I'm going stark, staring mad because of the guns.'

Appendix F - Boer War 1899-1902 - Soldier details

	Name:
	MCCAW, Robert

	Rank: 
	Corporal

	Soldier number: 
	5517

	Unit: 
	2 Battalion The Royal Irish Rifles

	Notes: 
	[The National Archives WO97. Regular army service papers.]

	Literary references: 
	The National Archives WO97. Regular army service papers. 

	Casualty: 

	Casualty details: 
	Prisoner - Released on 3 Apr 1900 at Mostert's Hoek (Official casualty roll location: Reddersburg)

	Unit: 
	2 Battalion The Royal Irish Rifles

	Source: 
	South African Field Force. JB Hayward & Sons 

	Gazetteer: 
	A farm in the Orange Free State (Reddersburg district; Free State), six km east of Reddersburg*. Three companies of the 2nd The Royal Irish Rifles and two companies of mounted infantry left Dewetsdorp* on 2 April 1900 for Reddersburg under Capt W.J. McWhinnie. Early the next morning, the advance scouts reached a ridge on the farm Mostert's Hoek (Mostertshoek) and came under fire. Immediately, Chief-Cmdt C.R. de Wet called on McWhinnie to surrender because he was seriously outnumbered; this was turned down. Four guns were brought into action to shell the British troops. Surrounded and without water the British positions were rushed on the morning of 4 April and the force surrendered; losses were ten killed, 35 wounded and 540 taken prisoner. Lt-Gen Sir W.F. Gatacre was sent to assist, but arrived too late and after a short occupation of Reddersburg retired to Bethanie*. HMG II pp.306-312 and 320; Times IV pp.51-54 and 66; Breytenbach V pp. 231-258; de Wet pp.96-100.


Appendix G - Family tree showing position of RJ McCaw within family
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� M.E.F - Mediterranean Expeditionary Force


� 1st L.H.R - 1st Light Horse Regiment


� A.S.H - Australian Stationary Hospital


� B.E.F – British Expeditionary Force


� 2 A.C.C.S. - No.2 Australian Casualty Clearing Station


� T.O.S - Taken on strength


� A.I.F - Australian Imperial Force


� M.B - Medical Board


� No.2 C.D. – No. 2 Clearing Depot
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